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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To obtain an optical recording medium having high 
sensitivity and 

capable of erasing and reproduction, by changing the association 
state of 

associates of molecules of an organic coloring matter in a recording 
medium by 

irradiation with polarized laser light. 

CONSTITUTION: An optical recording medium comprises a substrate 
and a 

recording layer. The recording layer comprises associates of a 
coloring matter 

being optically homogeneous and collected being amorphous, and when 
it is 

irradiated with polarized laser light, it develops a dichroic ratio 
in the 

transmitted or reflected light or shows a change in the quantity of 
the 



12/8/05, EAST Version: 2.0.1.4 



polarized light at an irradiated part of the layer. By changing the 
association state of the associates of molecules of an organic 
coloring matter 

in the recording medium by irradiation with laser light, it is 
possible to 

detect the dichroic ratios or the change in the quantity of the 
polarized 

light, between the irradiated part and non- irradiated parts of the 
medium. 

The organic coloring matter is a cyanine or merocyanine coloring 
matter. The 

recording medium is . reversible and, in principle, rewritable. 
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